CHARGING    A    PIG   WITH    A    MESSAGE   TO   THE   GODS
Whenever Kayans and Kenyahs kill a domestic pig they make it an opportunity for both prayer
and divination. The live pig, bound, is prodded with a smouldering torch by the chief, who utters a
prayer, which the soul of the pig, when released by a spear-thrust, shall carry to the god.  Answer
to the prayer is then found in the liver of the dead animal
when a fire is lighted, the belief being that the smoke is a vehicle of communication between man and the gods.
The pig is then slain, and the answer is obtained from the appeafance of the liver. The omens thus obtained are held to be the answer vouchsafed by the god to the prayers which have been carried to him by the spirit of the pig. These rites afford an extremely interesting parallel with similar ceremonies practised by Greek, Roman, and other early Western peoples.
Natural death is recognized by the people of Borneo as inevitable in old age, and disease is vaguely conceived as the effect of natural causes. Cholera and smallpox have ravaged large areas of Borneo from time to time. The people
recognize that both these diseases spread up river from village to village, and to prevent intercourse with all villages lower down river the people of a tributary stream will fell trees across its mouth or lower reaches so as to block it completely, or will stretch a rope from bank to bank as a sign that no one may enter. Such a sign is generally respected by inhabitants of other parts of the river-basin, and ought to be strictly respected by all travellers. Disregard of this warning by European explorers, ignorant, no doubt, of its intention, has been the cause of many a hostile reception, and has led to bloodshed which might have been wholly avoided if the explorers had been equipped with some general knowledge of the principles of conduct of savage peoples,
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